LESSON XIII

34. Interrogative Sentences

34.1 A simple yes-or-no question is normally introduced by the
interrogative 11, which is prefixed to the first word in the sentence. The rules for

writing interrogative i1 are these:

(1) Before non-gutturals supported by a full vowel, interrogative 1 is

pointed iJ.
Examples:
@  Jopn opmR M
(b) 7 B JNTNOn

(c)
(d)

>33 2737
X D37 )

(2) Before gutturals supported
qames-hatuf), interrogative M is written 1.

Examples:
(a) AR D29 Tivn
(b) N3 1B PR
(© R 720

(@  DTORTER nnRT

(3) Before gutturals supported
interrogative 1 is pointed 7J.
Examples:

(a) TORT ONTOR=D
(b) =93 PR M7 oiNn
T o

(e) NI P

Is this your youngest brother?
(Gen. 43:29)

Is not the day of the LORD
darkness? (Amos 5:20)

Am I a dog? (1 Sam. 17:43)

Is there to you a brother? (Do you
have a brother?) (Gen. 43:7)

by a full vowel (other than games or

Is there yet to you a brother? (Do
you have another brother?) (Gen. 43:6)

Is there no prophet here?
(2 Kgs. 3:11)

Is Israel a slave? (Jer. 2:14)

Are you the man of God?
(1 Kgs. 13:14)

by either a games or a qames-hatuf,

For has one said to God? (Job 34:31)
Did I conceive (from F1741)

all this people? (Num. 11:12)

Is he strong? (Num. 13:18)

(4)  Before all consonants supported Dy a vocal sheva, whether simple

or compound, interrogative i1 is written 7.
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INTERROGATIVE SENTENCES XIII.34

Examples:

(a) q'?'mn PAR P393 Do you have one blessing,
sax my father? (Gen. 27:38)

(b) MR DVIONT Am I God? (2 Kgs. 5:7)
(c) ADTON DU BYT Are the people few or many?
(Num. 13:18)

34.2 Questions may also be introduced by the interrogative pronouns
*13 (who?) and M3 (what?). The first refers to people and the second to things.
Neither of these is inflected for gender or number.

(1) 13 usually stands alone, but is sometimes joined to the following
word by a maqqef. Its form remains the same in either case.

Examples:
(a) 232 PR ) Who are you, my son? (Gen. 27:18)
(b) M7RD DOWINT D Who are these men? (Num. 22:9)
(c) ’[Vb; PR™*  Who is a God like you? (Mic. 7:18)
@ B2 9™ Whom have I (who is to me?)

in heaven? (Ps. 73:25)

(2) ™3 occasionally stands alone, but is more likely to be joined to the
following word by a maqgef. When joining occurs, it usually alters the pointing of
iVa. The following rules will cover most of the changes.

(a) Before non-gutturals, it is written =iW"a, followed by a dagesh
forte in the first consonant of the next word.
Examples:

qmv"n?; What is your name? (Gen. 32:28)
PRI™MM  What is this? (Exod. 13:14)
naa 'l?"W"‘ﬂ?Q What is there to you in the house?
’ (What do you have in the house?)
(2 Kgs. 4:2)
‘IJ;‘Q@I‘H@’I And what is his son’s name?
(Prov. 30:4)

(b) Before the gutturals R, M, and 9, it is usually written either
as M3 or =i, (Note, however, that before i it is sometimes written as =¥a.)
Examples:

M0 SATOTA What is this thing? (Exod. 18:14)
ﬂ:ﬁk_‘ M= What is your land (country)? (Jon. 1:8)
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XIII.35 THE NUMERALS

AYNT Dy M
R
o

What are these cities? (] Kgs. 9:13)
What is it? (Zech. 5:6)
What are human beings? (Ps. 144.3)

(¢) Before the gutturals M and L, the interrogative 2 s usually

written as ﬂb or ‘np.
Examples:

i S
WD 1Y
TIY

34.3 Questions may also be
the more common are these:

introduced by interrogative adverbs.

What is my iniquity, and what is
my sin? (1 Sam. 20:1)

And what is stronger than a lion?
(Judg. 14:18)

What is your servant? (2 Sam. 9:8)

Some of

(1) ‘W Where? (6) TR How?

(2) MR Where? (7) R, PR Whither? To what place?
(3)  NDW  Where? (8) nf;t’ (ﬁ@‘?) Why? To what purpose?
(4) ™) Whence? From where? ( plus 1)

(5) M=K  Whence? From where? (9) DM Why?

(R plus I plus an

Examples:
(a) TR 937 R
©) IR My
© M7 "Ny nbw
(d) BRAR PR R
() 137 nAN M

Where is Abel your brother? (Gen. 4:9)
Where is Sarah your wife? (Gen. 18:9)
Where are Samuel and David? (1 sam. 19:22)
My brothers, where are you from? (Gen. 29:4)

Why are you alone? (1 Sam. 21:2)

35. The Numerals

35.1 The following tables include the cardinal numerals from 1 to 10 and
the ordinal numerals from 1st to 10th. A cardinal numera] is used in counting, as
one, two, three, etc. An ordinal numeral expresses consecution or position in a
series,, as first, second, third, etc.
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THE NUMERALS  XIII.35

Cardinals Ordinals
Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine
Absolute Construct  Absolute Construct

1 MmN MR PR PR Ist R MR
2 o W oY MY 2d Y 3
A R R R
4 MU NPIIM DIW YIW an WA AwIo
SoomgRn nwmn o wen o wmen seowem e
6 MY N 7477 e 6th W N
7 MY nuaw vy YW 7h W Ddw
8§ M ni maY b 8th MY Y
9 TMWR nugn  wen wn on WA mwwn

0 Mgy Mgy WY Wwr on TRy mvwy

(1) The numeral one (m. 'Tl:l!;t, f. PAR) is classified as an adjective.
It follows the noun it modifies and agrees with it in gender.

Examples: TN D1® one day, PN ﬁj‘]ﬁ one law.

(2) The numerals 2 - 10 also function as adjectives, although they are
classified as nouns. In their absolute forms, they may stand either before or after the
nouns they modify. In their construct forms, however, they must stand before the
nouns they modify.

Examples:

(a) D"W;B Q‘J_W two men E"W;!ﬁ ‘J_l? two men
(b) n"rjw D“I_ﬁ'a two women (wives) D"W'.} "El?_f two women (wives)

(3) The numeral two agrees in gender with the noun it modifies (see
the examples given above). The numerals 3 - 10, however, follow a different
pattern. When they modify masculine nouns they take the feminine form: when they
modify feminine nouns, they take the masculine form. There is no satisfactory
explanation for this phenomenon. Note that this rule does not apply to ordinals,
since they regularly agree in gender with the nouns they modify.

Examples:
(a) D%3 "W  two sons P32 MY two daughters
(nouns and numerals agree in gender)
(b) B°32 MY three sons N2 W%  three daughters

(nouns and numerals disagree in gender)
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XIII.35 THE NUMERALS

(4)  The absolute and construct forms of numerals can be used
interchangeably, with no apparent difference in meaning,

Examples:
(a) (=N ) nr_:;‘aw three days e’ nwhw three days
(b) D"WJN HW'T'W three men D"W;B nw“w three men
(c) D2 YA four sons

(d) ?3 PYATM)  and his four sons with him

(5) Because numerals are nouns, the numerals from 2 - 10 may receive
pronominal suffixes. Suffixes can only be added to the construet forms of the
numerals. Most of these occur with the numeral 2,

Examples:

(a) WY the two of us (Gen. 31:37)
(b) B;‘;? the two of you (Gen. 27:45)
(¢c) ﬂﬂ"ﬁw the two of them (Gen. 2:25)

35.2 cardinal Numerals From 11 10 19

With Masculine Nouns  With Feminine Nouns

11 Y N Y PN
Wy cnyy MY ney

12 Wy oo mey oony
Wy Y oy

13 Wy oy My vy
4wy nyanw MY B3
15 Wy Mg Y i
16 Wy e MY vy
17 Wy Ny MY v
18 Wy My My iy
19 Sy nygn Y v

(1) The units (1,23 etc.) are placed before the word for ten, which in
the masculine is WY and in the feminine Y.

(2) The numerals from 1] to 19 agree in gender with the nouns to
which they refer. _ They also normally occur with plural forms of nouns, although a
few nouns (e.g., WON “man,” BYY, “day,” MY, “year,” WQJ “soul, self, being™)
may remain in their singular forms when they stand after these numerals,
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THE NUMERALS  XIII.35

Examples:
(a) =) W@’Q AR,  “11 days”
(b) YUOR WY MR, “11 men”
(c) H;QT? nﬁwn PAR,  “11 years”

35.3 Cardinal Numerals From 20 10 99

20 ﬂ"'\w.” (the plural of ten, 'M”)
21 (m) AN a*ﬁwn (or DN )
() AR ﬂ"ﬁwn (or B PAN)
22 (m) D":}W'I D"ﬁwn
23-29 (like the above)

30 W9 (From 30 through 90,
the tens are the plural forms
of the units 3 through 9.)

31 (m) IR DWW

32 - 39 (like the above)

40 DUATN
41-49 (like the above)

50 owan

51 - 59 (like the above)

60 oW

61 - 69 (like the above)

70 E"I};I‘b‘
71-79 (like the above)

80 [ ph}nli
81-89 (like the above)

90 =R gy

91 - 99 (like the above)

35.4 Cardinal Numerals Above 99

100 TN (always feminine; construct

form is FWI3; plural form
is PIND), “hundreds™)
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XII1.35 THE NUMERALS

200 QMR (dual: lit., “a pair, or
’ couple of hundreds™)
300 PING W‘?i‘) (note the masc. const. W‘?W)

400 niNg VIR

500 - 900 (like the above)

1000 "’58 (masc.) (plural D"S'?Ij)

2000 DEYR  (dual)

3000 DBYR nwbw (note the fem. const. nw'ﬁw)

4000 DPBYN MY etc.

35.5 The Numeral Values of the Letters of the Alphabet, as reflected in the

Masorah of the Leningrad Manuscript (cf. Biblia Hebraica Sturtgartensia)

R =] 3 =2 =3 T =4 n =5

Y =6 b =7 A =38 B -9 Y= 0
R =11 3 - LA I VR T
Note: The letters for 15 were reversed in order to avoid

writing 1%, sometimes used as an abbreviation for the
Tetragrammaton (FTY).

DA [ A A AT T - 19

3 =120 B - RS - 21-29

D= 30 BY - R% - 313

Note:  was not used as the representation for 30, since

it had already become the symbol for all hapax legomena.
However, 31 is N"?, 32is 25, etc.

B o= 4 B - RO = 41 - 49
3 = 50 Bl - NI = 51-59
D = 60 BO - RO = 6] -¢9
¥ -7 BY - RY = 71-79
D =0 D - ND - g1-g9
3 =9 RS - RS - 91-99
P =100 BB - RS - 101 - 10
om0 BB - RP < 11 - 119

100



EXERCISES XIIT

EXERCISES

1. Fill in the blanks with the correct pronouns.

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)
(8)
(9
(10)

(11)
(12)

(13)

(14)
(15)

3 0 M =i is evil thing? (Neh. 13:17)
‘7i:? MR Whereis __________ glory (honor)? (Mal. 1:6)
78:1?&": 7[1?3; M1 And ____ islike _______in Israel?
(1 Sam. 26:15)
DY DWIPR MM N0 Is not the LORD _____ God with
? (1 Chr. 22:18)
ﬂ"l@‘? 'f"lh}ﬂ‘?; R"-’J Is not all the land before ___ 7
(Gen. 13:9)
"33 R R are \ son?
(Gen. 27:18)
TRR™ are ? (Gen. 27:32)
MAR=MWY are ? (Gen. 32:18; Eng. 32:17)
R~y is name? (Gen. 32:28)
B2 n"r‘NEl U"W;STJ i~ are men with
? (Num. 22:9)
3'['1:3 i) is in hand? (Exod. 4:2)
e B2AR MM Is youngest brother?
(Gen. 43:29)
DR "‘8?3 MR __ brothers, where are from?
(Gen. 29:4)
DI°N°2) M'R) And whereare ____ prophets? (Jer. 37:19)
N DN is sister. (Gen. 26:9)

2. Match the following:

(1) (
(23
(3 (

) ‘IJ;‘D@"‘HQ (A) Where is Sarah your wife? (Gen. 18:9)
) AR NI N2 (B) Where is your God? (Ps. 42:4; Eng. 42:3)
) "'H:;f! '[5?3 m o (C) the LORD God of your ancestors

(Deut. 1:21)
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XIII _EXERCISES
4 ) ‘IHWR .‘Ij!? MR (D) What is his son’s name? (Prov. 30:4)
(5) () DYR M (E) Do they not belong to us? (Gen. 34:23)
6 () 'ﬂ"ﬂbﬂ X (F) in the days of your ancestors (Joel 1:2)
(7 € ) THAR WOR MM (G) Is he not your father? (Deut. 32:6)
@® € ) PDMAR A M () Was not this my word? (Jon. 4:2)
9 ) n;*n':.§ w3 (I) you and your ancestors (Jer. 44:3)
o ¢ ) 37 ﬂﬂ?_‘ﬂﬁf} (J) Who is this king of glory? (Ps. 24:8)
(1) ¢ ) DINARY DAR  (K) Where is their God? (Joel 2:17)
tUn ¢ ) on ﬂJ? R'ﬁf__l (L) the LORD God of his ancestors
(2 Chr. 30:19)
3. Maich the following:
M ) e omaw (A) in one day (Isa. 10:17)
2 () oM 3 (B) on the fifth day (Num. 7:36)
3 ) oTa% =y a1 (C) on the sixth day (Exod. 16:5)
4 () W 2 (D) on the tenth day (Num. 7:66)
(5) ¢ ) ",;"lpaj:j Di*a (E) on the second day (Num. 7:18)
% () TR o3 (F) the two of them alone (1 Kgs. 11:29)
7 () "WW"';? nﬁsé (G) on the ninth day (Num. 7:60)
@ () ygin Di*a (H) on the third day (Gen. 22:4)
9 ( ) "I’B"?Jflu'; ai*; (I) between the two of us (Gen. 31:37)
a0 ( ) gﬁ,wﬁn Bi%y (1) on the seventh day (Exod. 16:27)
an ( ) I'lm*;ﬁ% D‘I’é (K) between the two of them (Exod. 22:10:
* Eng. 22:11)
() ‘W"‘?WU fm) L] (L) on the fourth day (Num. 7:30)
(13) ¢ ) ‘n*:wg (=)L} (M) on the first day (Exod. 12:15)
(14) ¢ ) VA DIt (N) on the eighth day (Exod. 22:29;
. . Eng. 22:30)
(1s) ¢ ) Wwnn ova (0) the two of them together (Gen. 22:6)
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XIII

4. Answer the following questions by translating the Hebrew phrases.

Example:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(8)

On which day did God rest?
WA DI (Gen. 2:2)

Answer: “on the seventh day”

What was the total length of David’s reign?
MY DV (2 Sam. 5:4)

Answer:

How long did David reign in Hebron?
DTN M) DY MAY (2 sam. 5:5)
Answer:

How long did David reign in Jerusalem?
my v oW (2 sam. 5:5)
Answer:

How long did it rain?
A7 DOMATN) DI DWW (Gen. 7:12)
Answer:

How long did Adam live?

MY DU MY NINGD MY (Gen. 5:5)
Answer:

How long did Methuselah live?

MY DING LW MY DOWRY WD (Gen. 5:27)
Answer:

How long did Abraham live?

ﬂ";t? W?:lj‘l ﬂgt? n"y:rm H;I’? HIS?; (Gen. 25:7)

Answer:

How long did Sarah live?
D"J@" JJ;!M .'I.}t? ::."'nwm .'l.}l? PRI (Gen. 23:1)

Answer:
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(9) How long did the Israelites remain in Egypt?
MY DIRD B2W) MY YR (Exod. 12:40)

Answer:

(10)  How many faithful Israelites had not bowed the knee 1o Baal?
DUOPR PP (1 Kgs. 19:18)

Answer:

(1 How many men participated in the exodus from Egypt?
7% NIRDYY (Exod. 12:37)

Answer:

(12) How many sons and daughters were born to Job?
N2 wOW) D2 NYAY Uob 1:2)
Answer:

(13)  How many sheep did Job own?
M WY NPIW Uob 42:12)

Answer:

(14)  How many camels did Job own?
DE9R MY (Job 42:12)

Answer:

(15) When was Passover celebrated?

vvvvv

Answer:
(16) How old was Abram when he left Haran?
MY DY) DY WA (Gen. 12:4)
Answer:
(17)  How many trained warriors did Abram have in his household?
DIRD W WY MY (Gen. 14:14)
Answer:
(18)  How many sons were born to Jacob?
WY DY (Gen. 35:22)

Answer:
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5. Each of the following entries contains a Qal perfect form of a Hebrew verb.
Complete the translation of the verb forms by filling in the blanks.
marked (a) give the person, gender, and number of the form, and in (b) give its root
(Qal perfect 3 ms).

Example:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7

(8)

9

(10)

(11)

(12)

DIPR D2 DIARIPY And you shall  call
on the name of your gods. (1 Kgs. 18:24)

‘J:‘? PORTP DMV And from Egypt I
my son. (Hos. 11:1)

H:Hﬂ':’ '.I?J?‘ -'l!T('\E ];"71} Therefore she
his name Judah. (Gen. 29:35)

H5RD D‘ﬁ;";l{l“?;‘ﬁb} NN PR How did you
all these words? (Jer. 36:17)
Y D:‘?U‘Rb ﬂ?g'? Why did you not
with me? (2 Sam. 19:26)
R PAR MR MY Why did you , “She
is my sister”? (Gen. 12:19)

D‘Duﬂﬁ D'?!;.j "™ How you have from
heaven! (Isa. 14:12)

AR A R hT N I do not where
they are from. (1 Sam. 25:11)
PYT=2 What do you ? (Job 15:9)

i?ﬂ?‘ﬂfg ""?"ﬁ'ﬁ??f"? And they shall to
me, “What is his name?” (Exod. 3:13)

ﬂ")l'l‘ﬂ?g ooy N'?fl Do you not what
these are? (Ezek. 17:12)

2 M BeT KD We do not what
has become of him. (Exod. 32:1)

[T9Y YYD And the two of them
beside the Jordan. (2 Kgs. 2:7)
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(a)
(b)
(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

(a)
(b)

In the space
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6. Practice reading the Hebrew aloud. Cover the English and practice translating

from sight.
(D R mm 1:"{!"725 mm

@ TN i 77 piden
T22° oiven

3) nHY N mm
@ R TRER=52)
() TR NIND OWND W
(6) 3pW7 iy mxerivn
@ W27 T 2w NivY
(8) TORTIN D22 Y

© MM %P3 nuY-N N
(10) W9 OV Ny PN
(11) RIT=M T RS )
(12) MY Tios Ty m )

(13) e ougn o

(14) 2 oy mm o
iy

(1) 7T 2y Hwp 195

The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
(Deut. 6:4)

Is it well with you? Is it well with
your husband? Is it well with the child?
(2 Kgs. 4:26)

The LORD our God is with us.
(1 Kgs. 8:57)

And all your commandments are true.
(Ps. 119:151)

Who are these men with you? (Num. 22:9)

Was not Esau brother to Jacob?
(Mal. 1:2)

Is there not one father to all of us?
(Mal. 2:10)

Why have you stolen my gods? (Gen. 31:30)

And why have you not listened to
the voice of the LORD? (1 Sam. 15:19)

What is this that God has done to us?
(Gen. 42:28)

For they did not know what it was.
(Exod. 16:15)

For who has stood in the council
of the LORD? (Jer. 23:18)

Two are better than one. (Eccl. 4:9)

And the LORD will reign over them
on Mount Zion. (Mic. 4:7)

Therefore they called it the city of David.
(1 Chr. 11:7)
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(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

233

nT

Ny
oi*n
=0y
wan
N
and

VOCABULARY

he ate (10)
he stole (11)
(f) likeness, image  (12)
(f) knowledge (13)
today (14)
temple (15)
new moon, month  (16)
(f) wall an
he wrote (18)
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therefore

(f) kingdom

Negev, dry country, south
he gave

he stood

he did, made

flock, sheep

righteous one

image, likeness



