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LESSON VII

17. Nouns: Derivation

According to their origin or derivation, Hebrew nouns may be divided into
three classes.

17.1 Primitive nouns are those for which no known derivation exists. The
number of such nouns is very small.

Examples:

AN father DN mother D7 blood

D" day ﬂ?‘? night M2 mouth
12 son 7 hand DY  name

17.2 The vast majority of Hebrew nouns are derived from verbs.
3T “word,” from 3% “he spoke”
B'JJ'!_, “seed,” from YA “he sowed”
'[‘772 “king,” from "'??Q “he ruled”
'L'.ll? “servant,” from T2 “he served”
qin “bird,” from I “to fly”
I'Ujg “door,” from AN2 “he opened”
PR “hope,” from MIP “he hoped, waited”

17.3 A few Hebrew nouns are derived from other nouns. The very first
word in Genesis falls within this category. It is the word J1"WR7 “beginning,” from
the noun WN™ “head.” Other examples include the following:

ﬁ['_?ﬁﬂ “a herdsman,” from P3 “a herd”
D92 “a vinedresser,” from B2 “a vineyard”
YORTR"Y  “Israelite,” from 583@?? “Israel”

"I “Egyptian,” from DIV “Egypt”

18. Nouns: Gender

18.1 Hebrew nouns are either masculine or feminine. The only absolute way
to determine the gender of a noun is to look it up in a dictionary. Masculine nouns
are the most difficult to identify since they do not follow any set pattern.
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18.2 Feminine nouns are somewhat easier to identify. The following
guidelines will provide assistance in this task.

(1) Nouns referring to female persons or animals will be feminine.

Examples:
DR (f) mother H@’N (f) woman
N3 (f) daughter N7 (f) queen Mo (f) mare
(2) Nouns ending in N _ will normally be feminine in gender.
Examples:
TR () ground, earth  MPIR  (f) food M (f) year
N2 () cattle n@;z (f) dry land ﬂ:ﬁﬂ (f) law, instruction

(3) A few nouns are made feminine by the addition of N_ to the
masculine form of the noun.

Examples:
'|‘7D king n;‘?rg (f) queen
N33 prophet M2 (f) prophetess
.l:_’?_ youth, lad M3 (f) maiden
O horse noI0  (f) mare
& prince M (f) princess
(4) Nouns ending in D\ will ordinarily be feminine.
Examples:
nims (f) sister PR () truth M2 (f) covenant
N3 (f) daughter ﬂ'?'f (f) door PAT () likeness
n:_Jj (f) knowledge NRBA () sin I'Hb‘?@ (f) kingdom
NY () time nwp (f) bow ﬂ"',llfﬂ:'f (f) remnant

(5) Nouns that refer to parts of the body that exist in pairs are usually
feminine,

Examplés:
T (HDhand P Deye 27 (D) foot

19. Nouns: Number

There are three categories of number to be considered in connection with
Hebrew nouns. They are singular, plural, and dual.
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19.1 Most singular nouns are not identifiable by their endings, as can be
seen from the examples cited earlier under the discussion of gender.

19.2 Plural nouns have special endings that generally correspond to their
gender. Unfortunately, plurals are not formed simply by adding special endings to
singular forms, but singular forms themselves often undergo changes when plural
endings are added. These changes may seem arbitrary to the beginning student but
they will become easier to understand as more is learned about the laws that govern
the vocalization of words.

(1) Masculine Plural Endings

(a) Most masculine nouns have plurals that end in RY
(hireq-yod, followed by mem). The following examples will demonstrate the types of
changes that singular forms undergo when plural endings are added.

Singular Plural
IO horse D00  horses
IR tree D8  trees
" mountain B*)1  mountains
N3T  word L7237  words
"IDP book D20 books
"'7?3 king n‘*::‘;r: kings
w'”i_* man D’W;B men
B day DY} days
|2 son D%3  sons

(b) A few masculine nouns have plurals that end in P (holem-
vav, followed by tav), which is the ending normally used for feminine plurals.

Examples:
Singular Plural
AR father ni;r5 fathers
DiPTQ place nir:ipr; places
“1P voice l'ﬁ'?'lp voices
D% name DY names

(2) Feminine Plural Endings

(a) Most feminine nouns have plurals that end in M (holem-vav,
followed by tav).
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Examples:
MO0 (f) mare Mo (f) mares
ﬂjﬁﬂ (f) law PR () laws
M2 (f) commandment ﬂ13b (f) commandments
M () spirit DM (6) spirits
DR (f) mother DYAR  (f) mothers
P32 (f) daughter N33 (f) daughters
WEJ (f) living being n‘twg; (f) living beings
PO (£) earth, land MBI () lands

(The vav in ﬂi:'.;’u?; serves as the initial consonant in the final syllable, and its vowel
is holem.)

(b) A few feminine nouns have plurals that end in B° (hireq-yod,
followed by final mem), which is the ending normally used for the masculine plurals.

Examples:

Singular Plural
ﬂt?N (f) woman U"Wé (f) women
Y (f) city 2 (D) cities

(3) Nouns with both Masculine and Feminine Plural Endings

A few nouns have two plural endings, one is DY and one is .

Examples:

Singular Plural

=37 generation DT or NI generations
MY () year D or nﬁJUj years

19.3 Dual Nouns

The third number classification for Hebrew nouns is the dual. 1t is used to
designate things that occur in pairs, especially the organs of the bedy.

(1) The dual ending is normally written as B _ (accented patah, plus
vod, plus hireq, plus final mem).
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Examples:
Singular Dual
]TR () ear ﬂ?‘;jh}_-:ears (a pair of)
T (f) hand BT hands (a pair of)
32 () wing D™2)2  wings (a pair of)
(no singular) D?J)_!N'?J balances (a pair of)
983 () shoe I:?';;._yg shoes (a pair of)
]'fi} (f) eye R’ eyes (a pair of)
]WP (f) horn B2  horns (a pair of)
"‘J;l (f) foot D'f"}_‘;'j feet (a pair of)
ﬁg@ (f) lip D‘DSW lips (a pair of)

(2) For reasons that are no longer clear, some nouns appear to have a

dual ending but without any dual meaning. Included here are the following:
ﬂ""??'ﬁ‘ Jerusalem

D water

ﬁ??,;t? sky, heavens

1. Add the plural endings to the following words and indicate the gender of each.

(1 an
2 R
(3) 12
(4) na

2. Translate the following:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

L™ Egypt

EXERCISES

(5) =37
(6) =
VN
(8) o0

D0 DN
P03 WK Nign
m33 W 0w
B33 279710
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EXERCISES VII

(5)
(6)
(7
(8)
9
(10)

w2 manan
DI By
nimsm n"u;n
o™y o'nan
Py T
o O

3. Add the plural or dual endings to the following words and translate each plural

or dual form.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

N
oR
[
™

Di°

4. Translate the following:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
@)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)

i =)~
o2 iy
DO DI
T7RATDY NM20
nial 02
N2 nivEn
MRN8y
N7 oi*2
PR DD
222w o2 2%n
DGR B30
niowm o'eIen

41

© 2
%) Y
(8) ]
© Y

(10) 79N



VII__VOCABULARY

5. Circle the word that seems to be out of place in each of the following groups.

(1)
(2)
3)

(4)
(5)
(6)
(7
(8)
9

(1
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

(8)
(9)

N
"I
mm

s
w3
Tin3
S
T

ak 12 oW (10

o A uip (11)

ra "Me om (12)

'y "Il?: =) (13)

g > Ny Sy (14)

oW WA o (15)

(7) TN D?Ql“? .'1'1? (16)

=i/ I N =y (17)

Ty e S (18)

VOCABULARY
(f) ground, earth (10)
Lord (pronounced *dda-nay)  (11)
LORD (also pronounced (12)
"ado-nay) (3}
(f) caule

flesh (4
in the midst of (15)
also (16)
(m. and f.) way (17)
(f) dry ground (18)

w2
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70 T AN
W7 RN
By IND DuN
BN i
nSm e
men TN min
2w ame
wRY e oM
DY uwhR DN

2 for, that, because
) all, every
12 thus, so
"TKD very, exceedingly
ﬂJBD (f) commandment
WQJ (f) soul, living being
8 dust
A field
D% heavens, sky



