LESSON V

13. The Gutturals

The gutturals are B, M, M, I, and sometimes ™. They have certain
characteristics that distinguish them from other letters of the alphabet.

13.1 Gutturals cannot be doubled. That is, they reject the dagesh
forte. When this takes place, the preceding short vowel is left in an open,
unaccented syllable, and therefore must be lengthened.

(1) If pdtah, it will be lengthened to gédmés.
(2) If hir&q, it will be lengthened to sére.
(3) If qibbds, it will be lengthened to hélém.

This is called “compensatory lengthening” of a vowel.

Please note, however, that if the guttural that rejects a dagesh forte is either
i1 or M, no lengthening of the preceding short vowel is necessary. Under these
circumstances i1 and P are said to be doubled by implication and the preceding
syllable is treated as a closed syllable.

13.2 Gurturals tend to take “a” class vowels before and sometimes after
them. This preference is especially noticeable with the strong gutturals M, M, and M.
When one of these gutturals occurs at the end of a word and is preceded by an
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unchangeably long vowel that is not of the “a” class, then another short “a” sound
must be inserted between this vowel and the guttural. This short “a” sound is called
a ptih furtive, because of its hurried pronunciation. Pitih furtive is not a full
vowel and must not be regarded as increasing the number of syllables in a word. It

is represented in transliteration by a raised “a,” just as in the case of the hatef-pétah.

Examples:
M3 (Gen. 1:2), veraah M3  (Gen. 6:9), no%h
2P (Gen. 1:6), ragia Q:; (1 Sam. 9:2), gavoah

13.3 Gurturals tend to take compound shevas rather than simple
shevas. This will usually be a hatéf-pitih (_,). Initial N, however, often takes a
hatéf-s®gol (..,). Only in rare instances will a guttural appear with a hatéf-qamés
O

Examples of gutturals with compound shevas:

"R dsér, who, which, what RYI9R  €lohim, God

DI  hdlom, dream YO koI, sickness
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V.14 THE DEFINITE ARTICLE

The gutturals’ preference for compound shevas is so strong that even silent
shevas that occur beneath gutturals will usually be changed to compound shevas.
Whenever this change takes place, the vowel preceding the guttural will remain
short, even though it is now left in an open, unaccented syllable. Sometimes it may
receive a mét&g in order to insure its stress in pronunciation. Furthermore, the
vowel before the guttural will belong to the same class as the compound sheva that
follows the guttural.

Examples:
A na-dvod MM na-hilan
TRV mo-Bmad MOUR  g-Een

bl £ 15 2

14. The Definite Article

14.1 Hebrew has no indefinite article. It is the absence of the definite
article which indicates that a noun is indefinite.
Examples:
@R 505, a man 13  bén, a son
P32 bar, a daughter 0¥ yom, a day
14.2 The definite article never stands alone but is prefixed to the noun
whose definiteness it determines. The form of the article is not affected by the

gender and number of the noun to which it is prefixed, but is the same for all
genders and numbers.

14.3 The principal rules to follow in writing the definite article are these:

(1) It is usually written * 11 (7, plus pftih, plus dagesh forte in the
first consonant of the noun) before all non-gutturals.

Examples:
T yad, a hand T3 hay-yad, the hand
P92 gal, a voice Y2 hag—qal, the voice
3',? lév, heart 2‘?{1 hal-lev, the heart

(2) When the article is prefixed to a noun whose initial consonant is a
guttural, the form of the article will be modified to compensate for the guttural’s
refusal to be doubled. The following changes may be noted:

(a) Before M and M, the article is usually written 71 (M, plus
pitdh, but wirthour the dagesh forte). In this situation, 1 and M are said to be
doubled by implication, that is, virtually doubled.
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THE DEFINITE ARTICLE V.14

Examples:
A0 (f) hé-rév, sword AN ha-hé-rév, the sword
92’1 he-khal, temple 99" ha-he-khal, the temple

(b) Before R, I, and 9, the article is usually written 11 (M, plus
qamés). In this case, the guttural s rejection of the dagesh forte causes the' preceding
short vowel to be lengthened (pitih to qamés). This is known as the compensatory
lengthening of a vowel. Without the lengthening, pitih would have been left as a
short vowel in an open, unaccented syllable.

Examples:
YRS r5°3, head WN'@ ha-ro°§, the head
AR av, father AN ha—av, the father
Y () dr, (f) city PN ha-ir, the city

(c) Before I:l, and before unaccented :l or unaccented ITJ, the
article is written 73 (7, plus segol).

Examples:
D21 ha-kham, wise man E;l:lu'l hé-ha-kham, the wise man
ﬁ@g ‘a-far, dust "1@3;:'! hé-<a-far, the dust
D ha-rim, mountains D7 hé-ha-rim, the mountains

(3) When the article is prefixed to a noun whose initial consonant is
yod, followed by a simple sheva ( 7 ), the article will normally be written 73 (7, plus
pitih, but without the dagesh forte) The same rule sometimes applies when a noun’s
initial consonant is 1, followed by a simple sheva (13). It does not apply, however,
in the case of other letters of the alphabet that occur with a simple sheva.

Examples:
D"'I?‘ yéla-dim, children D"'l‘?‘tl ha-yela-dim, the children
ﬂN" y€or, river 'EN‘U ha-ye or, the river

NP0 mesil-lah, highway PO ha-mesil-lah, the highway

But note these exceptions with initial 73:
ﬂ":‘??.‘: méla-khim, kings b":'??ﬁl'j ham-méla-khim, the kings
ﬂ1?3i3?3 m€qo-mot, places m?::pr::l ham-mé€qo-maor, the places
Note the regular manner in which the article is prefixed to consonants
other than y6d and mém when these are supported by a simple sheva.
=i} deva-rim, words D277 had-deva-rim, the words
DR zégée-nim, elders DRI haz-zeqe-nim, the elders
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V__EXERCISES

(4) A few nouns in their sing
the definite article is prefixed to them.

ular form undergo internal changes when
The most important are the following:

PR sé-rég, earth ]"MU ha-a-rés, the earth
"1:'_'1 hir, mountain 'ﬂfl ha-har, the mountain
BY  <am, people B ha—am, the people

13 gan, garden 137 hag-gan, the garden
92  par, bull B hap-par, the bull
AN hag, festival JU:"I hé-hag, the festival

]'I"Il_"l Aron, ark rﬁ#}ﬂ ha-a-ron, the ark

EXERCISES

1. A good method for learning a vocabulary is to prepare vocabulary cards. Write
the Hebrew on one side of the card and the English translation on the reverse side.

Glance at these cards whenever you have a spare moment during the day. Practice
pronouncing the Hebrew aloud.
2. Prefix the definite article 1o the following words.

(1 b (7) 7% (13) Sz

(b)) N (8) 'R (14) a0

(3) 2T (9) Qv (15 ]2

(4) na (10 :mn (16) an

(5) R (an = an o™

(6) ny (12 a3 (18) NS

3. Divide the following words into syllables and specify whether the syllables are
open (O) or closed (C), and whether their vowels are long (L) or short (S).

Example: T@&MA - 1s1. syllable (A7) is closed (M is doubled by implication)
and has a short vowel.” 2nd. syllable (1) is open and has a long vowel. 3rd. syllable
(&) is closed and has a short vowel.

(1 Jwhn 6)  DiaNm
) wyn (7 own
(3)  R23n (8) DI
@ 1iNn 9 mymn
(5) 13un (100 2™ 37
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VOCABULARY V

4. All the words in the preceding exercise have the definite article. Be prepared to
explain why each article was given the form that it has.

5. Mark the words in the following list that are feminine.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5
(6)

=i
P
woN
g
na
13

m  Teh
® M
(9) WK
(10) =Y
() N
(12) MW

13) oY
(14)  £™3
gy o nn
(16) DTN
an T
(18 M3

6. Complete the writing of the definite article with the following nouns.

(1)
(2)
(3
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7
(8)
(9

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)

F'\Nﬂ (7 'TN':’:'!
DN (8) 1320
TRBM (9) Al
gL (100 D¥I9NA
ouA (1) A™3n
inip) (12) phétnl
VOCABULARY
IR o, light (10 29
PN () "é-rés, earth (11) '[lel
'!WB "d5ér, who, which, what (12) i
na ba-yit, house (13) o
2 () bérit, covenant (14) B
13 gan, garden (15) '[5?3
27 da-var, word, thing (16) A9
" har, mountain (17) Q'l‘?t?
AN hag, feast, festival (1) M
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(13) WNRAN
(14) Di>Yn
(15) a%n
(16)  =°un
(17)  man
(18)  mwn

(f) hé-rév, sword
ho-3ékh, darkness
tov, good

yam, sea

mé-yfm, water
mé-lekh, king

(f) raah, spirit, wind
Sa-lom, peace

(f) 3a-nah, year



