LESSON IX

23. Independent Personal Pronouns (Subject Pronouns)

23.1 Independent personal pronouns are written as separate forms and may
be used as subject pronouns but not as direct objects of a verb or as objects of a
preposition.  Special pronominal suffixes must be added to verbs, prepositions, and
nouns to indicate pronominal relationships other than that of subject. These suffix
forms will be introduced in later lessons.

23.2 The forms of the independent personal pronouns are as follows:

DI, IR
AN

N

N7

N7

I
you
you
he/it

she/it

(1es) N, ﬂJU;, TJHJ_B we (1 cp)

(2 ms) BAR  you (2 mp)
(2 fs) MO, AR you (2 fp)
(3 ms) .'I?Q-j, B they (3 mp)
(3 fs) ﬂ;ﬁ I they (3 fp)

(a) Note: 3 fs = NI throughout the books of the Pentateuch.
(b) Note: The (c) in (1 cs) and (1 cp) indicates “common” gender,
covering both masculine and feminine subjects.

23.3 Sentences that employ independent personal pronouns as subjects will
often be verbless sentences (with the verb “to be” understood).

Examples:

A IR 1 (am) the LORD. (Gen. 28:13)
YONP PR You (are) the man. (2 Sam. 12:7)

NN S22 For you (are) dust. (Gen. 3:19)

DTPRT NI NI The LORD, he (is) God. (1 Kgs. 18:39)

1NIR DR We (are) brothers. (Gen. 13:8)
D°20 1NINY  And we (are) many. (Ezek. 33:24)
D220 M27)  And they (are) wise. (Prov. 30:24)

24. Demonstrative Pronouns

24.1 A demonstrative pronoun is one that indicates something or someone
being singled out for attention, as in the case of “this man.” or “This is the man.”
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DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS 1X.24

24.2 The forms of the demonstrative pronouns are as follows:

Singular Plural
masc. M this masc. -"l“)N these
fem. PRY  this fem. T'l'?l:l these
masc. NW1  that masc. (D7) M7 those
fem. N7 that fem. )] n.;.n those

24.3 The demonstrative pronouns have a function in Hebrew parallel to
that of adjectives.

(1) Like adjectives, they may be used attributively. In this case, they
agree in gender, number, and definiteness with the nouns to which they refer.
Examples:

M DIPBA  this place (Gen. 28:17)
PN ]’ﬁ!;lfl this land (Gen. 15:7)
NI D12 on that day (Gen. 15:18)
R 922 in that city (Josh. 20:6)
MPRT D370 these words (Gen. 29:13)
TI‘?RKI D7 these cities (Num. 21:25)
D7 D%2°2  in those days (Gen. 6:4)
If a noun is modified by an adjective, the demonstrative pronoun will usually stand

after the adjective.
Examples:

o "ﬁ'lajtl M2T7  this great thing (1 Sam. 12:16)
PRI :'l;'ltﬁa PN this good land (Deut. 4:22)
N ‘7173?_1 M2TAN  that great wilderness (Deut. 1:19)
u'l"NU nawnn D‘J?r'_l these good years (Gen. 41:35)
Demonstrative pronouns regularly take the definite article when used

attributively. Independent personal pronouns, on the other hand, may only be used
as subject pronouns, and therefore never take the definite article.

(2) Demonstrative pronouns may also be used predicatively. Like

predicative adjectives, they agree in gender and number with the nouns to which they
are linked, but they never take the article.
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1X EXERCISES

Examples:
DI M This (is) the day. (Judg. 4:14)
POND PNRT This (is) the land. (Num. 34:2)
3T KW That (is) the word. (Gen. 41:28)
n:"T.’-?J YR RIT That (is) the great city. (Gen. 10:12)
(=M ﬂ'?N These (are) the words. (Deut. 1:1)

EXERCISES

1. Complete the translation of the following entries by filling in the blanks.

(1) 7787 N3wn ohwn good years (Gen. 41:35)

2) AR PN are righteous. (Jer. 12:1)

(3) " 5 ':1‘35.__:_ "D For . (am) a great King. (Mal. 1:14)
@ PRI AR YYD 0 great city (Jer. 22:8)

(5) -'17;."1 D2M™D For (are) strong. (Judg. 18:26)

(6)  VMIN DN (are) wise. (Jer. 8:8)

(7)  NM P For
(8) DO B "2 For (were) bitter. (Exod. 15:23)
(9) PO AR VYA city (is) near. (Gen. 19:20)

(is) strong. (Num. 13:31)

(10) ]ﬂp b b “DJ!:!'I And (am) a little child. (1 Kgs. 3:7)
2. Underscore the correct pronominal form in the following entries.

(1 (XM /KM ]1’5'? 3 For he (is) small. (Amos 7:2)

(2) (AR / DR ) MYD %D that you (are) stubborn (Isa. 48:4)

(3) TN (KW / R ) 7DD For she (was) very beautiful. (Gen. 12:14)
@ ARy R ) A You (are) lovely. (Song of Sol. 6:4)

5 O/ nR ) RY3N  You (were) perfect (blameless). (Ezek. 28:15)
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EXERCISES IX

(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

(MM / PRI ) VI 2T this evil word (Exod. 33:4)
A2 (R / NI ) And he (was) a lad. (Gen. 37:2)
M2T ( ANRY /M) This (is) the word. (Num. 30:2)

( N/ NWIM ) D2 on that day (Gen. 15:18)

(10) (7 / PR ) D2 on this day (Gen. 7:11)
(11)  NW ( PNY / M ) *D For this (is) he. (1 Sam. 16:12)

(12) ﬂ‘?i'h:l?j PR (NI / RW ) That Gs) the great (chief) city. (Gen. 10:12)

3. Each of the following entries contains either a personal or a demonstrative
pronoun. In the space marked (a) indicate whether the pronoun is to be classified as

perso

nal (P) or as demonstrative (D). In the space marked (b), give the gender of

the pronoun, and in (c) its number.

Example:
DUFORT NI M @ P
The LORD, he (is) God. (1 Kgs. 18:39) (b)  masc.
(c) sing.
(1)  NW” D'_’?JQT@‘; N® (a)
It (she) (is) not in the heavens. (Deut. 30:12) (b)
(c)
(2) 20 N (a)
this great nation (Deut. 4:6) (b)
(c)
3 o (a)
This (is) the day. (Judg. 4:14) (b)
(c)
(4) ﬂjﬂ: "38 w (a)
For I (am) the LORD. (Exod. 7:5) (b)
(c)
(5) o imia iyl il =) (a)
this evil people (Jer. 13:10) (b)
(c)
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IX__VOCABULARY

(6) ™A »I 373

according to this evil word (Deut. 13:12)

4. Practice reading the Hebrew aloud.

translating the Hebrew from sight.

(a)
(b)
(c)

Cover the English translation and practice

(1) 'IRD Hﬁ; I'IWD W‘RU The man Moses (was) very great.
(Exod. 11:3)
(2) oo '1"1'[.1\{1 9373 this great thing (1 Sam. 12:16)
(3) '['7?31 mm ﬁ'l'g "R D  For the LORD (is) a great God, and a
E'ﬂ"?ﬂ‘h’;'blj hﬁ; great King above all gods. (Ps. 95:3)
(4) NIT 2P 3 For it (was) near. (Exod. 13:17)
(5) on ﬂ";'ﬁ[?“; For they (were) near (neighbors).
(Josh. 9:16)
(6) B W3 MY And I am) a little child. (1 Kgs. 3:7)
7 P78 YR M) Noah (was) a righteous man. (Gen. 6:9)
(8) N '1!?:1 P18 Righteous and upright (is) he. (Deut. 32:4)
(9) MM U NY  God (is) not a human being. (Num. 23:10)
(10) ma '71'1373 Man RAN™DY A wise people (is) this great nation.
(Deut. 4:6)
VOCABULARY
(1) 3R () stone (10) 7D Moses
(2) M7 generation (11) N°Q)  prophet
(3) ﬁ'."?l’?’ﬁ? (12) A3 lad, youth
D'?i?ﬁ‘ Jerusalem (13) ﬁ'jﬁ.j (f) maiden, young woman
(4) M3 thus (14) '150 book
() DY bread (15) 12 lest
(6) ﬁ;'ﬂﬁ wilderness, desert (16) “.'Jﬁ (f) foot
™ M What? an Y oil, fa
(8) & Who? (18) H:ﬁiﬂ (f) law, instruction
9) lﬁ!j’.?m judgment, justice
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