LESSON II1I

4. Magqgef (P1)

Miqqéf is a short horizontal stroke used to join together two or more words
within a verse. Words so joined are pronounced as one speech unit, the primary
accent falling on the final word in the unit. Another way of stating this is that all
words that are not final in such a unit lose their primary accents. They may undergo
certain vowel changes on this account. For example, 93, “all,” becomes 5; (with
qimé&s-hatdf) when placed before a maqqéf, as in DI"™DD (Gen. 6:5). Likewise
M1, “what,” becomes 1% when joined to the following word by a miqqéf, as in
TERIPITD (Gen. 2:19).

‘Most of the occurrences of miqqef will be with monosyllabic words such as
the following:

(1) '78 unto (5) N not (9) T3 unto

(2) DN if (6) ™ what (100 Y upon
(3) D2 also (7) " who (11) BY with
(4) 99 al 8 I from (12) 12 lest

5. Sign of the Direct Object N

A direct object is a word representing a person or thing upon which the
action of a verb is performed. The direct object may be either definite or indefinite.
If definite, it is usually preceded by the particle PR. The particle serves merely as
the sign of the direct object and is therefore not to be translated. N may be
written alone, or it may be joined by a miqqéf to the following word. In the latter
case seré is shortened to s€gol. Thus we find D287 PN in Genesis 1:1, but
WﬁRU‘n!S in Genesis 1:4. .

6. Dagesh Forte

We studied earlier that dagesh lene is a dot which may be placed in six
consonants (3, 3, 7, 3, 8, M) in order to indicate when they are to be given a
hard pronunciation. Dagesh forte is identical in appearance to dagesh lene, but
serves an entirely different purpose. It is a dot that indicates the doubling of the
consonant in which it stands. It may be placed in any consonant except the five
gutturals (N, 7, M8 ).

There are three basic rules to follow in distinguishing dagesh lene from
dagesh forte.
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SILENT SHEVA 1I1.7

(1) A dot in any letter other than a BeGaD KeFaT letter is a dagesh forte
and indicates the doubling of that letter.

(2) A dot in a BeGaD KeFaT letter will be a dagesh lene whenever that
letter is not immediately preceded by a vowel.

(3) A dot in a BeGaD KeFaT letter will be a dagesh forte whenever that
letter is immediately preceded by a vowel.

Another way of stating these last two rules is that dagesh lene never stands
after a vowel, whereas dagesh forte a/lways stands immediately after a vowel.

It should also be noted with regard to the six BeGaD KeFaT letters that
dagesh forte has the same effect as dagesh lene in hardening their pronunciation.

Thus the dagesh in the word N*93 is a dagesh lene (no vowel precedes it),
and the pronunciation is hard (b¢rir). On the other hand, the dagesh in ]37 is a
dagesh forte (a vowel immediately precedes it), and the pronunciation is also hard
(hab/bén).

7. Silent Sheva

In an earlier study (II.3, pp. 8f.), we learned that Hebrew makes use of
semi-vowels, or half-vowels, known as vocal shevas. We learned that there are
simple vocal shevas (., ) and compound vocal shevas (., ..., ,.).

Hebrew also makes use of the silent sheva, written exactly like the simple
vocal sheva (. ), but serving an entirely different purpose. A vocal sheva, whether
simple or compound, will only stand beneath a consonant that begins a syllable. The
silent sheva, on the other hand, only stands beneath a consonant that ends a syllable.
The silent sheva, therefore, may also be referred to as a syllable divider.

Whenever two shevas stand under adjacent consonants within a word, the
first will always be silent and the second will be vocal. In other words, the first
marks the end of a syllable, whereas the second stands at the beginning of a new
syllable. In 1'71'2??3‘ (yim-3eli), for example, the first sheva (f3) is silent, whereas
the second (&) is vocal. '

A sheva that stands beneath a doubled consonant (one that has a dagesh
forte) will always be vocal. In 1")5;3 (git-r€lir), for example, where ¥ is pointed
with a dagesh forte, the sheva that follows it () must be classified as a vocal sheva.

A particularity of the final kaf (*]) is that it is normally pointed with a
raised silent sheva (3]). This is perhaps to distinguish it from other letters that have
final forms.

Examples: ‘['7 lekh; ‘[“)D mé-lékh.
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Il EXERCISES

EXERCISES

1. There are BeGaD KeFaT letters in all the words listed below. Add a dagesh lene
wherever it belongs in one of these letters. Please note that the shevas are all silent.

(L 3P (5) M7 ©) AWM (13) DD
2 T3 ©® "YW 0 WP a9 v
G MM m "y an wvewn s min

v

@ PMm ® "Am 2 N3 (6 3NN
2. Underscore the words in the following list which contain a dagesh forte.
M "mRo@ mn o NDD (100 W
@ "a3 ® w0 ®  »IWH 1) MmN
D " @ T e "W (12) nven

3. Transliterate the words listed above and practice pronouncing them.
4. Exodus 3:1 is reproduced here.

BpR S REmAR pS e
GO IRIITAN 270N e D
N3O0 OWTRD T0TONR N3N 30

(1) Copy the three words in which all the letters are gutturals.

(2) Copy the three pairs of words linked together by miqqéfs.

(3) Copy the word that has both a dagesh lene and a dagesh forte,
indicating which is which.

(4) Copy the word that contains a compound sheva.

5. Genesis 2:3 is reproduced here.

W3 OPTAR DTR T
=PIm Ny 92 %) Nk TN
:PIRYY DYWIDR RO3TWR ImoNDR

(1) Copy the two words that contain both a silent sheva and a vocal sheva.
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VOCABULARY III

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7
(8)
9)

(2) Copy the word that is marked as the direct object of the verb.

(3) Copy the three words that contain dagesh fortes.

(4) Copy the four words that contain compound shevas.

(5) Copy the three words that contain BeGaD KeFaT letters with dagesh

lenes.

VOCABULARY

All nouns listed in this and subsequent vocabulary lists will be masculine
unless otherwise indicated. All feminine nouns will be indicated by an (f) written
beside them.

AR (vav) father, ancestor
AN (ah) brother

l'lilﬂl:t (*a-har) (f) sister

PR (i5) man

MR (i5-5ah) (f) woman
DR (ém) (f) mother

DTN  (a-dam) man, humankind

DYWIPN  (-€o-him) God

13 (bén) son
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(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)

n3
R
a?
Ty
N
oy
”ip
wNS
="

(bat) (f) daughter
(yis-ra—el) Israel
(lev) heart

(<ir) (f) city

(<of) bird(s)
(<am) people
(gal) voice

(ro’5) head

(§2m) name



